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landside alternative. Although they 
may not parallel a corridor or con-
nector, crossings may provide relief to 
a corridor or connector, or to local or 
regional passenger and freight trans-
portation systems. Crossings may in-
clude cross-harbor and inter-terminal 
passenger and/or freight services. 

(i) Marine Highway Project. A new Ma-
rine Highway service, or expansion of 
an existing service, that receives sup-
port from the Department and provides 
public benefit by transporting pas-
sengers and/or freight (container or 
wheeled) in support of all or a portion 
of a Marine Highway Corridor, Con-
nector or Crossing. Projects are pro-
posed by a project sponsor and des-
ignated by the Secretary under this 
program. 

(j) Marine Highway (or Short Sea 
Transportation): The carriage by vessel 
of passengers and/or cargo (intermodal 
containers, trailers, car floats, rail fer-
ries and other cargoes loaded by 
wheeled technology) that is loaded at a 
port in the United States and unloaded 
either at another port in the United 
States, or that is loaded at a port in 
the United States and unloaded at a 
port in Canada located in the Great 
Lakes-Saint Lawrence Seaway System, 
or loaded at a port in Canada located in 
the Great Lakes-Saint Lawrence Sea-
way System and unloaded at a port in 
the United States. For the purposes of 
this specific program, routes and serv-
ices that do not offer potential relief to 
a landside transportation route (i.e.; to/ 
from islands) do not fall within this 
definition. 

(k) Project sponsor. Project sponsors 
must be public entities, including but 
not limited to, Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, State governments (in-
cluding State Departments of Trans-
portation), port authorities and Tribal 
governments, who may submit applica-
tions for designation as a Marine High-
way Project. 

(l) Roll-on/Roll-off (RO/RO) Vessel. Any 
vessel that has ramps allowing cargo to 
be loaded and discharged by means of 
wheeled vehicles so that cranes are not 
required. This includes, but is not lim-
ited to trailers, car floats and ferries, 
including rail ferries. 

(m) Secretary. The Secretary of 
Transportation. 

(n) United States Documented Vessel. A 
vessel documented under 46 U.S.C. 
Chapter 121. 

§ 393.3 Marine Highway Corridors. 

(a) Summary. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to designate specific routes as 
Marine Highway Corridors (including 
Connectors and Crossings). Corridors 
will be designated by the Secretary. 
The goal of this designation process is 
to accelerate the development of 
multi-State and multi-jurisdictional 
Marine Highway Corridors to relieve 
landside congestion. Designation will 
encourage public/private partnerships, 
and help focus investment on those Ma-
rine Highway Corridors that offer the 
maximum potential public benefit in 
congestion-related emissions reduc-
tion, energy efficiency, safety and 
other areas. Corridors already des-
ignated as ‘‘Corridors of the Future’’ 
under DOT’s National Strategy to Re-
duce Congestion that have commercial 
waterways that parallel or can other-
wise benefit them will be fast-tracked 
for designation as Marine Highway 
Corridors. 

(b) Objectives. The primary objectives 
of the designation of Marine Highway 
Corridors are to: 

(1) Establish Marine Highway Cor-
ridors as ‘‘extensions of the surface 
transportation system’’ as provided by 
Section 1121 of the Energy Independ-
ence and Security Act of 2007. 

(2) Develop multi-jurisdictional coa-
litions that focus public and private ef-
forts to use the waterways to relieve 
congestion-related impacts along land 
transportation routes for freight and 
passengers. 

(3) Obtain public benefit by shifting 
freight and passengers in measurable 
terms from land transportation routes 
to Marine Highway Corridors. In addi-
tion, public benefits can include, but 
are not limited to, reduced emissions, 
including greenhouse gases, reduced 
energy consumption, landside infra-
structure maintenance savings, im-
proved safety, and added system resil-
iency. Additional consideration will be 
given to Marine Highway Projects that 
represent the most cost-effective op-
tion among other modal improvements 
and projects that reduce border delays. 
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(4) Identify potential savings that 
could be realized by providing an alter-
native to land transportation infra-
structure construction and mainte-
nance. 

(c) Designation of Marine Highway 
Corridors. The Department will con-
tinue to accept Marine Highway Cor-
ridor recommendations from prospec-
tive Corridor sponsors. Corridor spon-
sors must be public entities, including 
but not limited to, Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations, State governments 
(including State Departments of Trans-
portation), port authorities and Tribal 
governments. In addition to ‘‘Cor-
ridors,’’ prospective sponsors may rec-
ommend Marine Highway ‘‘Connec-
tors’’ and ‘‘Crossings’’ for designation 
by the Secretary (see definitions). The 
Secretary will make Marine Highway 
Corridor designations. In certain cases 
the Secretary of Transportation may 
designate a Marine Highway Corridor, 
Connector or Crossing without receipt 
of a recommendation. The Department 
will publish all Marine Highway Cor-
ridors that receive designation by the 
Secretary on the Maritime Administra-
tion’s Web site. Interested parties are 
encouraged to visit http:// 
www.marad.dot.gov/ 
shipslshippingllandinglpage/ 
mhilhome/mhilhome.htm for the cur-
rent list of Designated Corridors. When 
responding to specific solicitations for 
Marine Highway Corridors, Connectors 
and Crossings by the Secretary of 
Transportation, the sponsors should 
provide the following information in 
the recommendation: 

(1) Physical Description of Proposed 
Marine Highway Corridor. Describe the 
proposed Marine Highway Corridor (in-
cluding Connector or Crossing), and its 
connection to existing or planned 
transportation infrastructure and 
intermodal facilities. Include key navi-
gational factors such as available 
draft, channel width, bridge or lock 
clearance and identify if they could 
limit service. 

(2) Surface Transportation Corridor 
Served. Provide a summary of the land 
transportation route that the Marine 
Highway would benefit. Include a de-
scription of the route, its primary 
users, the nature, locations and occur-
rence of travel delays, urban areas af-

fected, and other geographic or juris-
dictional issues that impact its overall 
operation and performance. 

(3) Involved Parties. Provide the orga-
nizational structure of the parties rec-
ommending the Corridor designation 
including business affiliations, and pri-
vate sector stakeholders. Multi-juris-
dictional coalitions may include State 
Departments of Transportation, Metro-
politan Planning Organizations, mu-
nicipalities and other governmental 
entities (including Tribal) that have 
been engaged. Include the extent to 
which they support the corridor des-
ignation. Provide any affiliations with 
environmental groups or civic associa-
tions. 

(4) Passengers and Freight. Identify 
the number of likely passengers and/or 
quantity of freight that are candidates 
for shifting to water transportation on 
the proposed Marine Highway Corridor. 
If known, include specific shippers, 
manufacturers, distributors or other 
entities that could benefit from a Ma-
rine Highway alternative, and the ex-
tent to which these entities have been 
engaged. 

(5) Congestion Reduction. Describe the 
extent to which the proposed Corridor 
could relieve landside congestion in 
measurable terms. Include any known 
offsetting land transportation infra-
structure savings (either construction 
or maintenance) that would result 
from the project. 

(6) Public benefits. Provide, if known, 
the savings over status quo in emis-
sions, including greenhouse gases, en-
ergy consumption, landside infrastruc-
ture maintenance costs, safety and sys-
tem resiliency. Specify if the Marine 
Highway Corridor represents the most 
cost-effective option among other 
modal improvements. Include consider-
ation of the implications future growth 
may have on the proposal. 

(7) Impediments. Describe known or 
anticipated obstacles to shifting capac-
ity to the proposed Marine Highway 
Corridor. Include any strategies, either 
in place or proposed, to deal with the 
impediments. 

(d) Scope of Department Support. Ma-
rine Highway Corridors, Connectors 
and Crossings that receive designation 
will be posted on a Web site maintained 
by the Maritime Administration. The 
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Department of Transportation will co-
ordinate with Corridor sponsors to 
identify the most appropriate actions 
to support the Corridors. Support could 
include any of the following, as appro-
priate and within agency resources: 

(1) Promote the Corridor with appro-
priate governmental, State, local and 
Tribal government transportation 
planners, private sector entities or 
other decision-makers. 

(2) Coordinate with ports, State De-
partments of Transportation, Metro-
politan Planning Organizations, local-
ities, other public agencies (including 
Tribal governments) and the private 
sector to support the designated cor-
ridor. Efforts can be aimed at obtain-
ing access to land or terminals, devel-
oping landside facilities and infrastruc-
ture, and working with Federal, re-
gional, State, local, and Tribal govern-
mental entities to remove barriers to 
self-supporting operations. 

(3) Pursue memorandums of agree-
ment with other Federal entities to 
transport Federally owned or gen-
erated cargo using waterborne trans-
portation along the Marine Highway 
Corridor, when practical or available. 

(4) Assist with collection and dis-
semination of data for the designation 
and delineation of Marine Highway 
Corridors as available resources per-
mit. 

(5) Work with Federal entities and re-
gional, State, local and Tribal govern-
ments to include designated Corridors 
in transportation planning. 

(6) Bring specific impediments to the 
attention of the advisory board char-
tered to address such barriers. 

(7) Conduct research on issues spe-
cific to designated Corridors as avail-
able resources permit. 

(8) Utilize current or future Federal 
funding mechanisms, as appropriate, to 
support the Corridor. 

(9) Communicate with designated 
Corridor coalitions to provide ongoing 
support and identify lessons learned 
and best practices for the overall Ma-
rine Highway program. 

§ 393.4 Marine Highway Projects. 
(a) Summary. The purpose of this sec-

tion is to designate projects that, if 
successfully implemented, expanded, or 
otherwise enhanced, would reduce ex-

ternal costs and provide the greatest 
benefit to the public. In addition to 
congestion relief, public benefits can 
include, but are not limited to, reduced 
emissions, including greenhouse gases, 
reduced energy consumption, landside 
infrastructure maintenance savings, 
and improved safety. The Department 
will give additional consideration to 
Marine Highway Projects that rep-
resent the most cost-effective option 
among other modal improvements or 
reduce border crossing delays. Some 
Marine Highway Projects can also pro-
vide public benefit by offering routes 
that are more resilient to natural or 
human incidents that interrupt surface 
transportation, or provide additional, 
redundant surface transportation op-
tions. Designation can help focus pub-
lic and private investment on pre-iden-
tified projects that offer the maximum 
potential public benefit. Designated 
Marine Highway Projects may receive 
support from the Department as de-
scribed in this section. 

(b) Objectives. The primary objectives 
of the designation of Marine Highway 
Projects are to: 

(1) Reduce landside congestion-re-
lated impacts. 

(2) Identify proposed water transpor-
tation services that represent the 
greatest public benefit as measured in 
reduced emissions, including green-
house gases, reduced energy consump-
tion, landside infrastructure mainte-
nance savings and improved safety. 

(3) Identify potential savings with 
water transportation projects that rep-
resent the most cost-effective option 
among other modal improvements or 
reduce border crossing delays. 

(4) Improve surface transportation 
system resiliency and provide addi-
tional options. 

(5) Focus resources on those projects 
that offer the greatest likelihood of 
successful operation. 

(6) Develop best practices for the Ma-
rine Highway Program. 

(7) Provide specific examples, with 
performance measures and quantifiable 
outcomes, of successful Marine High-
way Projects for demonstration of the 
benefits of water transportation. 

(c) Designation of Marine Highway 
Projects. The Department will solicit 
applications for designation as specific 
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